4201 Peachtree Place, Alexandria, VA 22304 


Mar 22, 1996 


Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

Frederick, MD 21702 

Dear Harold, 

Pleased you are reading my book, and hope to hear your comments 
as you progress through it pages. It developed strangly. An 
editor asked me to write about the CIA. I ended up writing 19 
articles. That was 1985-1987. 

Oliver Stone saw the articles because he has always been 
interested in Vietnam. Obviously the Vietnam chronology led to 
the JFK assassination. It was this that seemed to strike the 
right note with him. 

Unfortunately, our first meeting took place just before I had a 
Triple by-pass coronary and our next meeting was the day after I 
got out of the hospital. As a result we had little opportunity 
to work together, but those Vietnam chapters led to a book. 

As you will see, I was quite close to Vietnam from 1945 until 
1964. It was a mess and it was for the most part delegated to 
the CIA, at least until 1965. 

I am not at all surprised by youtVef erence to Churchill's demand 
that the UK's intelligence be refocused on the USSR right after 
the invasion. You'll come to the part where I was ordered to 
pick up American POW's after the USSR entrance into Romania, in 
Sept 1944, and that in the thousand or so Americans the OSS 
(Frank Wisner) had slipped one hundred or more Nazis. 

You are quite correct. Wisner and the cooperating Nazis had 
hidden a good supply of their intelligence material for eastern 
Europe and western Russia. From what you write I'm sure you know 
the story of Gen Sibert, Lt Col Quinn and Gen W.B. Smith with 
reference to an enormous supply of Nazi intelligence records and 
the deal with Gen Gehlen. 

Since I was never in Intelligence I was never privy to the 
records that were there from Germany and Italy. Of course in the 
BLOWBACK and DEEPWATER flights that I managed I knew we had a lot 
of stuff that no one saw as well as the Germans. 

I trust all goes well with you. I have just had a small bout 
with a hospital and the related time lost with the medics. Right 
now I feel quite well and am looking forward to a good Spring. 

I look forward to your comments as you continue with the book. 



L. Fletcher Prouty 


